
 
 

Back to School 
English with Lori  

Fall has arrived and the new school year 
has begun. 

 

All children are excited and happy to start school.  Right?  Not 
always.   

When children can’t communicate well in English or they don’t 
understand what the teacher wants them to do, they can get 
worried and nervous about going to school.  If they think they 
are doing the right thing, but then find out it is wrong or that 
they didn’t understand, they might feel stupid.  If we get angry 
at them for doing a bad job, they will feel bad because they 
have made us unhappy. 

How can we help them to be happy with their school, their 
teacher, and their work?  How can we develop their skills in 
communication and organization to be excellent students who 
want to study?  

KEEP READING TO GET SOME GREAT IDEAS! 
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STUDY TIPS:   

How can parents help their 
children to succeed in school 
and be excellent students and 

happy people?   page 

irolg@yahoo.com 

 
604-831-5023 

 
EnglishWithLori.com 

Tutoring and Settlement 
Services Vancouver 
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TEACHER 

CONFERENCES:    

Talking to the teacher can 
seem useless when he only 

says, “Tommy is a nice boy.  
He is doing fine.”  How can 

you get more from the 
teachers to help your kids? 
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INSIDE 

Helping Your Child to Be 
the Best ! 
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Talking to the Teacher 
Teachers always says great things about the 
students.  A parent needs to get a clear picture of 
how her child is doing in school, what problems 
he has and how to help. 

Prepare now for meeting the teacher and 
learning how to help your child succeed. 

QUESTIONS TO ASK 
• Is my child working to the best of his ability? How is 

progress measured? 

• How much time do you expect students to spend on 

homework assignments? 

• Is homework graded for completion or for accuracy? 

• What type of learner is my child (visual, auditory, 

kinesthetic, tactile)? 

• What does he need to work on and how can I help?  

Get specific feedback, such as "has difficulty combining 

sentences" or "has difficulty summarizing stories," as well as 

specific information about how you can tackle any issues. 

• What standardized tests will be administered this year? And 

how much class time will be devoted to preparing students 

for them? 

• How do you evaluate students? Do tests, attendance and 

homework all count towards grades? 

• How can I support your teaching program at home? How 

can I monitor my child's completion of assignments on a 

daily basis? 

• Are there any support programs to help kids who need a 

little extra attention? When are you available if my child 

needs extra help? 

• What is your preferred method of communication with 

parents (email, telephone, notes home, Web site, etc.)? 

• Does my child seem happy and engaged in school? Who are 

her friends? Is she showing good behavior with classmates 

and adults? (Get specific feedback.) 

http://www.parentsconnect.com/parenting-your-kids/parenting-kids/learning-and-
school/elementary-school-parents/parent_teacher_conference.html 

Other ways to help: 
 

1. Be positive, supportive, 
encouraging. Remember to look for 
areas of improvement.  
 
2. Remember that it is your child's 
homework, not yours.  
 
3. Let your child know that you 
have confidence in him/her. 
Remind him/her of past successes, 
perhaps in sports, music or other 
difficult homework assignments. 
 
4. Show interest and praise him/her 
when he/she has done something 
well.  
 
5. Try to make criticisms or 
suggestions in a helpful way.  
 
6. Get to know the teacher early in 
the year, and find out about 
homework policies and 
expectations. 
 
7. Call the teacher if there are 
homework problems or issues you 
can't resolve. Do it earlier, rather 
that later before it becomes a major 
issue.  

English With Lori 

For more help contact Lori at 
irolg@yahoo.com 
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Parents want their children to be successful and  
independent and to do all their homework by 
themselves.  It is good to be independent.   

BUT  first, we have to help the children to 
develop the skills they need.  

School is a busy place that is organized by the 
teacher.  Kids know clearly what to do and 
when to do it.   

At home, however, there are many after school 
activities but often no plan or help for getting 
school work done.   

First, get a big calendar so the child can see 
what he or she is doing each day. Ask the child 
to check the all the time to see what needs to be 
done at that time on that day.  The child will 
begin to manage his own time. 

Next, put up a large white board so that the 
child can write the most important activity or 
assignment for that day or week. 

Lastly, provide rest time and play time to refuel 
the brain.  Children can only concentrate for 10-
15 minutes and then they need a BREAK! 

Homework Tips 

1. Try to set aside a special, quiet place with 
good lighting only for homework.  NO TV or 
other toys. 
 
2. Keep basic supplies like paper, pencils, pens, 
markers, rulers, etc. in the work area.  
 
3. Try to have a regular time each day to do 
homework. 
 
4. Help your child use tools, like school 
planners, calendars, and folders.  
 
5. When children are assigned larger projects 
that require a few days or weeks to complete, 
help them to schedule their time and break the 
assignment into manageable pieces. 
 
Questions to ask your child: 

 
• What is today's homework? 
• Is the task clear?  
• Do you understand what you have to do?  

If not, can you call a classmate? 
• When is the work due?  
• If it is a major project, would it help to 

make a time line in your planner? 

Contact Lori at    irolg@yahoo.com       604-831-5023 

English With Lori 

Children need 9-11 hours of sleep a night.  Make sure they go to bed early!! 
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Born in Canada and educated in the U.S.A., Lori 
has 18 years of ESL teaching experience in 
Taiwan and Canada.   

Lori graduated from Goddard College in 
Vermont, USA, with a Bachelor of Education 
degree and taught for a few years before 
becoming a business woman. She owned and 
managed gourmet food stores for many years, 
gaining experience in marketing, sales and 
customer service.  

After selling her business, Lori travelled alone 
around the world, visiting 30 countries and 
settling in Taichung, Taiwan, for three and a 
half years teaching English privately and in 
schools. She studied TESL in Vancouver and 
received her certificate in 1995. 

Lori offers a vast knowledge of global issues, 
world cultures, child psychology and 
development, and language learning.   

Lori has worked with children as young as three 
and with adults as old as 70.   

Her students have gone on to private schools 
and universities in Canada, the U.S. and 
Scotland. Adults have gained confidence to find 
jobs and volunteer. 

 

INDIVIDUAL AND GROUP CLASSES 

CONTACT FOR RATES  

604-831-5023 

o Communicate Effectively 

o Explore Canadian Culture 

o Connect to the Community 

o Navigate the School System 

o Improve Relationships with Teachers 

o Learn  How to Support Your Child in a 
New System 

o Enjoy Living in Vancouver 

 

Children of every age should be encouraged to get outside or go to 
a new place to learn more about their world and other people. Learning 

is FUN! Contact Lori at  

irolg@yahoo.com 

604-831-5023 

English With Lori 

ESL and School Tutoring  

Adult Classes 

Citizenship Test Preparation 

Lori Goldman 
B.Ed., TESL 

 
 


